
The fellowship hall of Dayton
Mennonite Church hummed with conver-
sation on January 11 as 283 people gath-
ered to celebrate the New Year with a
Mediterranean Flavor. Willard and Eva
Eberly, long-time missionaries in Italy,
and missions director for the
Mediterranean region, welcomed family,
friends, and supporters to this festive
event.

Italian pasta, salad, Eva’s Italian
bread, fresh fruit, and an array of
desserts: baklava, crème puffs, and
panettone filled the guests with delec-
table flavors. Warm fellowship around the
tables filled hearts with goodwill and
enthusiasm.

A music team composed of mission-
ary kids (MKs) and former missionaries
opened the program with Italian-style
worship. The Eberlys described how God
moved in the Mediterranean region in
2008 through stories of new commit-
ments to Christ and renewed dedication

among His people in Italy, Albania,
Montenegro and Kosovo.

A video gave an overview of the work
in each of these countries, showing
potential church leaders and the setting
where they live.  A dramatic skit depicted
the story of Dario whose life was saved
three times—at birth, by missing a plane
flight that crashed, and again when he
accepted Christ. He and his wife now
serve Christ and the church with unusual
dedication.

In an interview with Willard,
tranSender Ardi Shahini described

the life-chang-
ing impact first
missionaries to
Albania had on
his family and
how he and his
fiancée sense
God’s call to
serve Him in
missions.

Time for
sharing in
financial and
prayer support
concluded the
evening.  In

speaking to the Eberlys, one pastor
expressed his enthusiasm for this event
which drew together people from a wide
variety of different congregations and
church backgrounds. Willard and Eva’s
ministry is bearing fruit for Christ’s
Kingdom and persons present at this
gathering partner with them, along with
many others.

If you want a copy of the Mediterranean
DVD for your congregation, contact
VMM at info@vmmissions.org

To receive the Eberlys’ newsletter or
to contribute to their on-going financial
support, please contact VMM at
ken.horst@vmmissions.org or call 
(540) 434-9727 or (800) 707-5535 for
more information.

A New Year’s Celebration with a Mediterranean Flavor
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By GLORIA L. LEHMAN
VMM Director of Public Relations

Eva and Willard Eberly introduce the Italian meal and
those who helped make the evening a success.
Photos: Galen Lehman

A worship band composed of missionary kids and former
missionaries performed Italian worship songs.

The food table boasted an array of delicious
flavors from the Mediterranean region.
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Ruth Ann
and I experi-
enced two cel-
ebrations on
December 21.
We went to
Hebron
Mennonite
Church for
their first wor-
ship service in
their new

building. I had been hearing about the
incredible effort being made by volun-
teers from the congregation over the past
eight months. Sometimes two, many
times four nights a week folks gathered
to do what needed to be done. It was a
labor of love on the part of so many. 

And, to have it done for the
Christmas program on the Saturday night
before with the first Sunday worship
service the Sunday before Christmas! It

is a year the Hebron folks won’t soon for-
get. Here’s to lay leaders like those at
Hebron.

We left immediately after the worship
service to travel to First Mennonite in
Richmond where family and many friends
celebrated the 50th anniversary of the
wedding of Joe & Constance Brenneman
Longacher. 

Bishop Truman Brunk ordained many,
many church leaders in the Warwick River
community. Dr. Joe says that it was Bishop
Truman who also told him to establish his
medical practice in Richmond and help the
fledgling church there. The Longachers
have indeed served First Mennonite well.
They have also served the broader church
and community. A cancer survivor,
Constance has traveled each week for over
10 years to the UVA Medical Center to
encourage others who are facing a similar

diagnosis. Joe has served as the first lay
Moderator of Virginia Mennonite
Conference and is currently the chair of
the Faith & Life Commission where he
tries to keep order when the bishops/over-
seers gather! The Longachers have served
on many other church and community
boards and committees. Here’s to lay lead-
ers like the Longachers.

One more. On Friday, December 19,
the funeral was held for Harold King at
Springdale in Waynesboro. His wife,
Genevieve, is Ruth Ann’s aunt. It was an
unusually large funeral for an almost 97
year-old. Why? Because Uncle Harold was
an evangelist mechanic! He served many,
many people by tuning their cars and while
he was working, he was a-witnessing. The
Lord had touched him and he reached out
in grateful love to others! Here’s to faithful
lay servers like Uncle Harold.

So, faithful lay leaders and servers,
here’s to you!

Here’s to lay leaders

Owen Burkholder
Conference Minister

Connections February  2009

*Figures do not reflect investment income/losses nor 
building rental income.
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Joe and Constance Longacher



By AUDREY ALDERFER METZ 
Park View Mennonite Church, Harrisonburg, Va.

One Sunday morning at Park View
Mennonite, I saw a sign-up sheet for
interested persons to correspond with
citizens of Iran. I was thrilled! Over the
years I had corresponded with people in
various countries but, having moved 8
times in the last 10 years, I lost touch
with them. Today, they are far away
friends, out of touch, but I still carry
them in my heart and mind.  

Because there was no notice of inter-
ested females, I was given the name and
email address of an Iranian male. After a
couple of attempts, I received no answer
to my letters. Perhaps it was considered
inappropriate for Iranian males to corre-
spond with females. Finally, I was sent
the name and address of a female. I wrote
her, still hoping to establish a bridge of

friendship. I was elated to get a reply
from a young university student, Arezoo.
Even though Arezoo was then studying
for her master’s and now is studying for
her doctorate, she finds time to write
chatty, warm letters that tell me much of
her life in Hassam, Iran. She is teaching
English as do her father and brother.  A
younger sister is studying law. They are a
close family, much involved in each
other’s lives. I have received a warm
welcome to visit them!

Early on, Arezoo commented (in
response to a question from me) about
our government. She said that she and
her university friends are concerned
about our support of Israel. She stated
that it won’t make much of a difference
who our president is because the United
States courts friendship with Israel
rather than Palestine.  She has not been
aggressive with her political views, 

simply exchanges honest ideas and feel-
ings with me. I am open to her opinions,
but am careful about expressing views
regarding her government. It is enough,
for now, that we have established a mean-
ingful relationship and that we are com-
fortable in expressing our views with
respect.

It’s challenging to me to realize how
interested Arezoo is in my life, how much
she already knows of American culture. I
want to return that compliment by learn-
ing as much as possible about hers. And I
pray that my new president will reach out
to her president in ways that will foster
friendship and peace, rather than mind-
less propaganda and fear-mongering.

The Iranians are a warm, delightful
people. I am honored that this young
woman and her family count me as a
friend.
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Stories of Peace
sponsored by the Peace Coordinators
of the Virginia Mennonite Conference
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A bridge of friendship

By GLORIA L. LEHMAN
VMM Director of Public Relations 

On January 6, Lars Akerson and
Jonathan Spicher said farewell to their
gathered friends and family members at
Virginia Mennonite Conference Center,
Harrisonburg, and began the 8,500 mile
biking journey to Paraguay. Nancy Heisy,
president of Mennonite World
Conference, spoke of the community that
is created by Lars and Jon connecting
with people all along the way. Ken Horst,
Director of VMMissions’ Partners in
Mission program, talked about the goals
of young people doing missions in an
unusual way. Jason Gerlach, Virginia
Mennonite Conference youth minister,
gave good advice—”go south!” Following
prayer and hugs, Lars and Jon headed
out, accompanied by six riders going a
short distance. 

They will bike through the southern

US, and into Mexico, Guatemala,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and
Panama. Another form of transportation
will take them to Ecuador and then they
will continue biking through Peru and
Bolivia, including stretches in the Andes
Mountains more than 10,000 feet above
sea level to Paraguay. There they will
participate in the Global Youth Summit,
July 10-12. They hope to raise up to
$30,000 for youth to attend from coun-
tries that do not have resources to cover
the expenses of traveling.

As they progress along their route,
they will visit Anabaptists in various
places, and some places others will ride
with them for a time. “Bike touring is a
very humble way of transporting your-
self…Being vulnerable invites danger,
but it also invites protection and help
from others,” Jonathan said. “[We] will
see more of that face of hospitality that
we’ve seen in Latin America and the US 

as well. It will take a lot of prayer and
reliance on God to be safe.”

The pair has set up an interactive
web site at http://americas.bikemove-
ment.org where they will provide regular
updates of their journey with personal
reflections, stories and photos. Anyone
who wants to contribute to the fund-rais-
ing effort can do so at the same site.

Biking humbly to Paraguay

Lars Akerson (left) and Jonathan Spicher



By NORMA TELES
VMM mission worker in Lezhe, Albania

“Why are we decorating our class-
room?” asked Emanuel. “To celebrate
the birth of Jesus,” I answered him.
“And who is Jesus?” was his next
question. I answered, “You will learn
about Jesus today, but you must wait
for the answer.” 

I always organize a special day to
prepare the Joshua Center for Christmas.
We have special food for the children’s
breakfast. Then we bake cookies togeth-
er, hear the story of Jesus’ birth and dec-
orate the center. We try to make it a very
special day, knowing that they will be
talking about it for days and will talk at
home too. After telling the advent story 
I asked Emanuel, “Who is Jesus?” “The
baby of Mary and the Son of God,” he
replied.

Throughout those 4 weeks before
Christmas we heard the children’s many
expressions of joy and affection for Baby
Jesus in the Albanian way. 

We used Emanuel’s question as the
theme of our Christmas program and
during the preceding weeks we asked
different children and mothers, “Who is
Jesus?” Many different responses were
given. 

The families were invited to come to
our Christmas program on December 22.
All the mothers were present and the
children presented a special program for
them, dramatizing the story of Jesus’
birth and singing Christmas songs. It was
a very joyful celebration!
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By CHRIS RIDDLE
VMM Mission worker in Bari, Italy

During the Christmas season,
these two words take on a whole new
meaning for those of us on the 
mission field. We are away from rela-
tives back “home,” and we find a
whole new family from different parts
of the world.

The Riddle family from Bari, the
Lehman family from Capurso, the
Greens from Palermo and the
Campbells from Montenegro--thir-
teen “family members”--came
together for three days of fun, relax-
ation, food, games, worship, singing,
movies and English!

Christmas Eve we gathered at
the Lehmans’ house with some
Italian families. We played games and
Marcia made a traditional seafood
dish from Bari--potatoes, rice and
cozze—that everyone enjoyed.

On Christmas Day, we missionar-
ies gathered for a meal together,
exchanged small gifts and enjoyed
some quiet time to talk about memo-
ries of Christmases past.

On December 26 (another holiday
in Italy), we worshiped together and
spent time catching up on how things
are going in our respective ministry
areas. Then we prayed for each other,
blessing us all.

Though far from home this
Christmas, we all realized that we
have “family” right here with us.

A missionary
family in a 
faraway land

By GLORIA L. LEHMAN
VMM Director of Public Relations

Hedges of poinsettias line the road-
side and fill gardens. The breeze from the
Caribbean Sea feels slightly cool, but the
sun is bright and warm. It’s Christmas in
Jamaica!

In Kingston, the Good Tidings
Mennonite Church prepares for the huge
Christmas Children’s Treat held on
December 13. Flyers announcing this
yearly event invite the community to
come to the church for a full Jamaican
meal. Five hundred men, women and
children will come! The Christmas story
is told, carols are sung, a gift is given to
each child, and the meal is served. The
love of Christ is shared by the Good
Tidings church members.

At the Maranatha School for the Deaf,
a fun day is held on December 12, and
the students along with the community
children thoroughly enjoy an inflatable
bouncy ride! A “jumble” sale (yard sale)
is held, and delicious food is sold to make
money for the school. At 5:00, the school
students and staff, family and community
members gather to see and hear the stu-
dents sign Christmas carols. Then the
students receive a gift bag from their
sponsor, and eyes shine! A large metal
star, covered with tiny white lights is
placed on the end of the classroom build-
ing, so that all in the valley can see it,
and know that this is the place where
Jesus resides.

Thank you to the sponsors who make
this gift-giving experience a blessed time
for the students!

The Mediterranean region “missionary family”
anticipates a delicious lasagna meal together dur-
ing the holiday season. Photo courtesy of Phil Lehman.

At the Good Tidings Mennonite Church, Kingston, church mem-
bers prepare the gifts for the children who attend the Christmas
Children’s Treat.  Photo courtesy of Gloria Lehman.

Christmas in Jamaica

Who is Jesus?
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Skills used to serve God
Second in a series of    articles

By GLORIA L. LEHMAN
VMM Director of Public Relations
Photo by Evelyn Kratz

The members of the
Mennonite Church of
Chaguanas took Christmas
to the streets of the area
around the church. Bags of
gifts and New Testaments
were given to families who
live in New Settlement.
There was an air of excite-
ment as the decorated pick-

up truck moved through 
New Settlement, bearing the 
sign “The Mennonite
Church of Chaguanas—
Merry Christmas to the
New Settlement—God’s gift
to our community.” Pastor
Ganesh Kalloo, Risha
Kalloo, Sunita Benny,
Sheriza Sookharry, Loren &
Earlene Horst, and others
shared the joy of Christmas
with everyone they met.

Trinidad church shares
the joy of Christmas

Much has hap-
pened over the past
year to bring us to
this point in our
lives. It started in the
summer of 2007 with
an opportunity to join
a Partners in Mission
team to Italy. I
(Laura) was a little
hesitant, because I
knew deep down that
we would be coming
back. We knew of a
need for a couple
with our skills, but I
was not ready to even consider
service for more than a couple
weeks. I was not ready to
leave my family, friends,
church, and the familiarity of
home. God worked on my
heart.  We submitted our appli-
cation for the tranSend pro-
gram in January 2008 and were
accepted in February. The pro-
gram is designed to allow par-
ticipants to be involved in mis-
sion work for a year to see if
that is God’s path for their
lives or to simply fulfill a need
for a specific time period. 

We were excited and
scared; there was a lot of work
ahead. We needed to raise half
of our living expenses for a
year, find renters for our
house, sell our car, find homes
for our animals, and pack and
clean our house, which was a
monumental task. Many 
people helped make this 
possible. We arrived in 
September to our new place of
service.

Here in Termini, we are
trying to follow I Corinthians
16:15 and be “addicted to the

ministry of the saints.” Our job
is to support the pastor in his
role, and encourage the believ-
ers at our church in Termini.
We are involved in outreach:
we have a bi-monthly kid’s
program on Saturday after-
noons, assist the local youth
leaders at Termini’s sister
church in Palermo. Laura vol-
unteers with a local program
for people with disabilities. At
our local market, fruit vendor,
and bakery people know us as
“that American couple” who
lives in Termini. 

We are excited to see what
God has in store for us in the
coming year. We truly desire
that God uses us and our skills
to glorify Him, whether we are
in Italy or at home in
Harrisonburg.  Many of you
support us with prayer and
finances, and we are honored
to serve here in Sicily on your
behalf. This journey has been a
long one and not without tears,
but we know God has placed
us here. We ask for your con-
tinued prayers as we fulfill our
roles and perform the tasks
that God has given us.

By SHAWN AND LAURA GREEN
VMM tranSenders in Termini Imeresi, Italy

By STEVE AND BETSY  
DINTAMAN

MMN/VMM Mission workers

We celebrated a memo-
rable Christmas Eve in the
home of an LCC student in
Klaipeda (in photo). The tra-
ditional Lithuanian Kucios
meal consists of 12 dishes,
no meat, but lots of fish
dishes as well as poppy seed
milk and a drink made of
thickened cranberries. We

were honored to be included 
in this special evening. We
joined others from our
church, International
Christian Fellowship, in a
program and Christmas meal
for the homeless at the
Salvation Army. On
Christmas Day we and other
expatriots and international
students gathered for (the
less traditional) groundnut
stew and an evening of
games and fellowship.

A memorable Christmas Eve

Photo by Steve Dintaman



FOCUS ON RELATIONSHIPS WITH MATERIALS
FROM CRC

Think “Congregational Resource Center” when your
congregation, class or small group needs materials
on relationships. 

Excellent background and study books are avail-
able, whether you are dealing with healthy or
unhealthy relationships. 

Come in and browse through some of these:
1. Parenting Your Teenager - Leaders Guide, nine
Participant Guides, and four videos on “Identity”,
“Turmoil”, “Rebellion” and “Legacy”. Five-six les-
sons. 

2. You Matter More Than You Think - Leaders
Guide, hardcover book, and 2 DVDs. Six lessons
especially for women. 

3. Making Marriage Work - Leaders Guide, ten
Participant Guides, and four videos on “Myths,”
“Pressure,” “Conflict” and “Faith.” 

4. Boundaries, Boundaries With Kids, and
Boundaries in Marriage - All three sets include
Leaders Guide, Participant Guide, and videos or
DVDs. 

5. The Five Love Languages: How to Express
Heartfelt Commitment to Your Mate - Leaders
Guide, book, and video. 

6. Sexual Abuse in Christian Homes and
Churches - book

7. Pornography - three sets of materials. 

8. The Ten Commandments of Dating - 
workbook and video. 

9. Searching for True Love - three videos on
“Love,” “Purity” and “Trust.” 

10. MANY additional books and study 
materials! Please visit the CRC for assistance.

Open 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Call 540.432.4219 or go to the online catalog at
www.emu.edu/seminary/crc to browse. 
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By SARA HALTEMAN
Manager of Artisans’ Hope, one of the shops at
Harrisonburg Gift & Thrift

I have an amazing amount of power.
I am in the top 5% of the wealthiest
people in the world, and I am a young
woman who loves to shop! This means
the world will cater to my demands.
Basic economics has taught me that
companies have to supply what I
demand in order for those companies to
make money. So what am I demanding?
Do I want clothes, food, and furniture at
the lowest price possible? Well sure I
do. Who wouldn’t? BUT would I still
want those items at the lowest price
possible if it meant they were made in a
way that compromises things I believe
are important and in a way that nega-
tively impacts people and the environ-
ment around the world? That’s a tough
question. I always thought that being a
good steward of my money meant buy-
ing more for less, or buying the least
expensive items. I’m not sure that’s
true anymore. If the least expensive
item is made by a man working in dan-
gerous conditions who doesn’t even get
paid enough to support himself much
less his family, am I still being a good

steward by purchasing that item? I
don’t think I am.

Instead, I’ve decided to purchase
items that I know are positively impact-
ing people in my world and that don’t
hurt the environment. And that is
POWERFUL. If everyone decided to do
the same as I am doing, then farmers in
Ghana, factory workers in Guatemala,
and employees at Wal-Mart will be
treated with respect by receiving the
pay and benefits they deserve. And the
environment will benefit too—all
because I demanded it.

So, what do you buy that has a posi-
tive impact on your world, and what
negative things are you supporting?
Think about it. What will you do with
your power?

I have an amazing amount of power

Congregational RCongregational Resource Centeresource Center

A revival for Recovery
of Hope program
By KATHRYN REXRODE MOATS, Ph.D
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

Recovery of Hope, an intensive marital
therapy program, has a long history of
working with individuals experiencing sig-
nificant marital distress. Typically, this kind
of treatment lasts four consecutive days.
During this time, the individuals reside with
a host family so they can be away from their
usual environment. The first two days
involve assessing the couple informally and
formally through the use of psychological
assessments. Time is taken to develop a
genogram to explore family-of-origin
dynamics that may be impacting the couple.
In addition, the individuals may be taught
necessary skills such as active listening,
assertiveness, and problem solving. The
final day is spent developing a contract
describing the specific changes the individu-
als need to make to improve the functioning
of the relationship. 

In the past, Family Life Resource
Center was one of the organizations in the
U.S. providing such treatment. With a new
Director (Mark Sensabaugh, L.P.C. &
L.M.F.T.) and psychologist (Kathryn
Rexrode Moats, Ph.D.) who both have an
interest in marital therapy, the two plan to
revive the program so such services can be
provided locally. For more information, call
(540) 434-8450.
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Virginia Mennonite Conference’s 
Adult Winter Bible School 2009

Studying the book of Acts

Eastern Mennonite School Auditorium
Six Sunday nights at 6:30 p.m. 
February 8 - March 15, 2009

WITH PAUL IN THE ROMAN EMPIRE
Acts, Mission, and Globalization

featuring 
Dr. Linford
Stutzman

Bible teacher and
Professor of 

Bible and Religion at 
Eastern Mennonite

University

A women’s community Bible study is being
offered at Harrisonburg Mennonite
Church using Beth Moore’s recently
released study Esther: It’s Tough Being a
Woman. The study will be held Tuesdays
for 10 weeks, March 3 - May 5, 2009.
Morning sessions are from 9-11 a.m.
Evening sessions are 6:30–8:15 p.m.
Registration and a $20 member book fee
are due by February 8 to Jeannie Smith,
(540) 564-0332. Come join your sisters
(and bring a friend) as we seek God’s plan
for each of our lives “for such a time as
this!”

Men’s Retreat Please join us at
Williamsburg Christian Retreat Center for
Men’s Retreat, March 6-8, 2009. Our
speaker will be Dr. Myron Augsburger.

Myron will be
speaking on the
topic of Christ-
like Masculinity,
looking at how
men interact in

community and family relationships,
exploring the true meaning of love within
the context of family life, and discussing
Christian discipleship.  This weekend will
include inspired teaching, meaningful
worship, and fellowship designed to
recharge your spiritual batteries.  For
more information check our website
www.wcrc.info or call (866) 566-WCRC
(9272).

The story of Pax, a Mennonite Central
Committee service program which ran from
1951 to 1975, will be shown at Court
Square Theater in Harrisonburg on
Sunday, February 8, at 3 p.m.  The docu-
mentary premiered on Hallmark
Channel November 23, 2008. The event
is being coordinated by CrossRoads and
is sponsored by various local Brethren
and Mennonite churches, individuals
and organizations. The cost for the
event is $5 for adults; students and chil-
dren are free. (See www.vbmhc.org for
more details.)

CrossRoads (Valley Brethren-Mennonite
Heritage Center) will hold its annual dinner
and meeting on Friday, Feb. 6, at 6 p.m., 
at Bridgewater Church of the Brethren,
420 College View Dr., Bridgewater, Va.
Tickets are $20 per person. To register,
call (540) 438-1275 by Monday, February
2, and mail in your deposit. The speak-
ers will be Larry Glick as Alexander
Mack and Gerald Brunk as Menno
Simons. A picture show will highlight
activities for 2008 and CrossRoads
President Robert Alley will share a
vision for the remainder of 2009. Snow
date is February 13. (info@vbmhc.org,
www.vbmhc.org)

Highland Retreat will be holding it’s
Annual Auction at at Shady Oaks next to
Weavers Mennonite Church, Saturday,
February 28, 2009.  The auction benefits
the youth camp summer program at
Highland Retreat.  New merchandise,
artwork, comforters, ethnic meals,
baked goods, theme baskets, coins and a
vehicle are items typically for sale. For
information or to make a contribution to
the sale call 540-852-3226 or e-mail
info@highlandretreat.org.  An up-to-
date list can be seen on Highland’s web
site.  www.highlandretreat.org

Announcements

Connections (USPS 007-205)
Virginia Mennonite Missions
Virginia Mennonite Conference
901 Parkwood Drive
Harrisonburg, VA 22802-2498

Thank You!
Our celebrations of the coming of
Jesus into our world may have ended
at year’s end but the difference His
coming makes continues on in 2009.
Your generous giving continues to
make it possible for us to share the
message of Jesus in the Caribbean, the
Mediterranean, in Asia, Northern
Europe, Central America and here at
home!  

In the midst of a global recession, we
thank God and all of you—individuals
and congregations—for your commit-
ment to support the work of the
Kingdom. Your giving has been faithful
and steady for which we are profound-
ly grateful! 

Janet Stutzman 
Director for Development
Virginia Mennonite Missions


